


What do we know about spies? A little. The most 
famous story about spy is James Bond’s story. 
It is a fiction. He was not a real spy even. (Later on 
in this presentation it will be described how we are 
going to use James Bond films).


We know about real spies only some information 
that we were told in media. It means we know only 
what they want us to know. 

By definition spies are duplicitous. Who they 
really are is not at all who they appear to be. A spy 
simply cannot be trusted.

This is why spy stories are so popular. Spies live in a 
world of deceit and distrust. Their stories play out 
our deepest fears.





Legendary Spies is a documentary series that 
recounts the intrigue of the 20th Century’s most 
enigmatic spies. 
Through a combination of archival footage, high 
quality re-enactments and interviews with 
people once close to the spies themselves, 
Legendary Spies will captivate viewers with 
some of history’s most unlikely true stories. 
The episodes are anchored by the personal 
experiences of these men and women. We guide 
the viewer through the world’s most politically 
charged events, led by the spies who were 
instrumental in steering the course of history. 
This documentary series doesn’t just give a 
birds-eye view of a world in conflict; it delves into 
the trials and tribulations of the secret soldiers 
behind enemy lines. The narratives that emerge 
are compelling, surprising, and will leave the 
viewer questioning the lengths to which 
governments will go to unearth their enemies’ 
secrets.
For history’s legends, truth really is stranger 
than fiction.






“A scout to his country, a spy to another” 

“There are those who protect secrets and those who 
hunt for them”

EPISODE 1: THE BRIDGE OF FREEDOM 



Real Identity
• William Fisher
• Soviet Intelligence and Security 

Agency  (GPU) 
Legend
• Rudolph Abel
• Artist and photographer
Mission
• Obtain  classified information on US Nuclear Program 
• Revive Soviet spy rings in the United States
Agent Profile
•  Born in Russia in 1902 and lived with his family in England.
•  Spoke fluent Russian, Yiddish, German, Polish, and English
•  Family were revolutionists and exiled from Russia for sedition
•  Rewarded by being selected for a post in New York City; the 

US was considered Soviet intelligence’s most prestigious 
placement

William Fishername

false 
identity

reason for arrest

Rudolph Abel

date of birth

date of arrest

illegal alien; suspicion of espionage
arrest photo

7-11-1903

6-21-1957

•  Compromised by his new assistant, Hayhanen, Fisher was 
arrested for espionage in USA and convicted for 30 years of jail 
placement.

•  James B. Donovan was appointed as his attorney.

Francis Gary Powers was a CIA pilot who was shot down over the 
Soviet Union during a reconnaissance mission. His plane crashed 
intact so the Soviets were able to gather evidence of spying. He 
eventually confessed.

•  It was arranged for Fisher and Powers  to be exchanged across 

the Glienecke Bridge, a checkpoint between East and West 
Germany which later became known as the ‘Bridge of Spies’.



LEGENDARY SPIES  
TV SERIES 
 
DOSSIER 

Initial Episode List

Episode 1: William Fisher

FBI was forced to do their best to arrest this top-secret spy – a 
Soviet resident in USA. Even after his arrest they didn’t know 
his real name. He was tried under the name Rudolf Abel. Even 
his lawyer James Donovan didn’t know anything about his real 
life. However, Donovan saved his life and Abel didn’t go to chair. 
After 5 years Abel was swapped for Garry Powers, an American 
pilot whose plane crashed on the territory of USSR. Who is this 
mysterious spy? Why he was ready to die but to keep his name 
in secret? 

Episode 2: John Vassal

John Vassall was a British civil servant who spied for the Soviet 
Union under pressure of homosexual blackmail. Although 
operating only at a junior level, he was able to provide details of 
naval technology which were crucial to the modernising of the 
Soviet Navy. He was sentenced to eighteen years’ jail, and was 
released after ten. The Vassall scandal greatly embarrassed the 
Macmillan government, but was soon eclipsed by the more 
dramatic Profumo affair.



 



Episode 3:  Bogdan Stashinsky

In 1954, Stashinsky went to the Eastern Europe under the 
name of Iozef Leman. In the Western Berlin Bogdan committed 
two political murders: in the 1957, he killed Lev Rebeta and 
then in 1959, - Stepan Bander. He was accepted in Kremlin and 
received different awards. Stashinsky declared his marriage 
with Inga Paul … From that moment his way to the West began. 
She became pregnant soon but the leaders of Stashinsky 
recommended them to make abortion. However, the child was 
born, but he could be killed at any time. Bogdan had to choose – 
the KGB embraces or Inga's love. Bogdan Stashinsky and Inga 
Paul ran to the Western Germany.

Episode 4: Christine Keeler

She is an English former model and showgirl. Her meeting at a 
dance-club with society osteopath Stephen Ward drew her into 
fashionable circles, and she became sexually involved with a 
married government minister John Profumo, as well as a Soviet 
diplomat, at the height of the Cold War. A shooting incident 
between two of her other lovers caused the press to investigate 
her, revealing that her affairs could be threatening national 
security. In the House of Commons, Profumo denied any 
improper conduct, but later admitted that he had lied. This 
incident discredited theConservative government of Harold 
Macmillan in 1963, in what became known as the Profumo 
affair.


 
	  





Episode 5: Oleg Penkovsky

Oleg Penkovsky went from a Russian World War II military 
hero, to becoming America's best human intelligence asset 
in the Soviet Union. He believed that Nikita Khrushchev's 
leadership was taking the Soviet Union onto the path of 
destruction. Penkovsky was the highest level Soviet officer 
to ever spy for the United States or British Intelligence. 
The Penkovsky case is considered to have been the most 
successful Cold War espionage operation. Penkovsky was 
observed by KGB agents after a meeting with a British 
intelligence contact, which lead to his arrest and 
execution.



Episode 6: Kim Philby

He is one of the most famous spies. His espionage activity 
was large-scale and it is hard to judge on it even now. Kim 
Philby was collaborating with USSR government and at the 
same time he was the head of “department 9”, which is 
leading department of counterespionage mission MI6. 
Later on he became representative of British intelligence 
under US intelligence agencies – FBI and CIA. He was 
suspected in espionage for a long time and was 
interrogated even, but Philby was lucky to excuse himself… 
Eventually, he had to escape to Beirut. 
	  

	  



Episode 7: Wolfgang Lotz

He drew the attention of the security services and Wolfgang 
agreed to become a secret spy in Egypt. Soon Wolfgang Lotz 
arrived to Cairo as a rich horse breeder. As expected very 
soon he gained confidence of the Germans and was taken to 
elite Cavalry club. The spy regularly supplied Mossad with 
valuable information. Wolfgang opened two ranches on the 
territory of the Egyptian military base, and near the shooting 
ground and posted exhaust information about all changes in 
defensive strategy of Egypt. During this period Egypt received 
the latest Soviet bearing finders and the agent was arrested 
due to his contact with Mossad. Lotz confessed that he worked 
for Mossad and declared that he is German and worked only 
for reward. After all Wolfgang Lotz was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Unexpectedly for all after being exchanged 
Lotz became the resident of Germany. 

Episode 8: Eli Cohen

Eli Cohen was an Israeli spy. He is best known for his 
espionage work in 1961 – 1965 in Syria, where he developed 
close relationships with the political and military hierarchy 
there and became the Chief Adviser to the Minister of Defense. 
Syrian counter-intelligence authorities eventually uncovered 
a spy conspiracy, tried and convicted Cohen under pre-war 
'martial law', sentencing him todeath in 1965. The intelligence 
he gathered before his arrest is said to have been an 
important factor in Israel's success in the Six Day War. 

	  




Episode 9: Gabriele Gast 

In the mid-60s the Stasi began to train handsome young 
bachelors, who were called "Romeos". Some were sent to Bonn, 
while others were looking for unmarried women from West 
Germany at European resorts. After a woman fell in love, 
"Romeo" revealed that he was an agent of East Germany's 
intelligence service.
A typical “Romeo” seduced Gabriele Gast. In 1970, she 
underwent a real espionage training, and since then every 
Tuesday she received cipher radio messages from Karlishek. 
Shortly after her graduation, she was offered a place at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and later at the BND. She became 
an extremely valuable informant for the Stasi. Gast diligently 
performed her duties, and rapidly moved up the career ladder. 
In 1991, she came up for trial. Gabriella Gast confessed to 
everything, but noted that all she did was gratuitous and in 
accordance with her inner convictions. It was true. Gast spent 
six years and nine months in prison- quite a lot.


Episode 10: Gunter Guillaume

The arrest of Günter Guillaume was a great piece of luck for 
BND and the row blew up. This row has caused of resignation 
of Willy Brandt, a German Chancellor. The fact is that 
Guillaume was one of his closest aides and he known a lot 
about Brandt and about political affairs of the West Germany. 
Günter Guillaume and his wife Christel was anything but 
simple pair, they were pies of Stasi even before their marriage. 
They were charismatic persons who like public activities. 
Why Günter has started to work for Stasi? The question is one 
of problems of German postwar society. Günter would like to 
clean his Nazi past. 

… might be complemented
	  



James Bond and James Born


Our “Legendary Spies” project is going to use James 
Bond and James Born names for a reason that they 
are popular and films with these characters have 
multimillion fans army. We are looking for this 
auditory. 
 
We are going interview the most ardent fans of these 
characters in our documentaries. Their passion is 
making them restless. They do want to discuss it 
with their friends and relatives; they start their own 
blogs and webpages where they tell everybody about 
their heroes in details. 
 
Also, we can add fans of different films about spies. 
For example, “The Man from U.N.C.L.”. There should 
be a reason to start a remake of this film. However, 
brand new film “ Bridge of Spies” might be considered 
as an example as well. Nevertheless, a bit of humor 
will be added by authors and fans of parody films, 
such as “Our Man Flint”.
 
	  



All the fans of Bond and Born are sure that their 
heroes are the best spies ever. What do people, who 
know about the real spies’ life, think about it?  Sleeper 
agents, intelligence residents, communication agents, 
and undercover detectives – the biggest authorities 
will argue with the fans of fictitious characters. What 
is a fiction and what is a real life in their favorite 
films? What is real and what is not? Who will win in 
this disagreement? There is no answer for this 
question for now… Everyone will do his or her best to 
win. 
As for example, well-known camera made as a button 
is a reality from spies’ life and spectacular moment 
from James Bond film as well as camera, which is 
made as bandbox. This bandbox can be founded in CIA 
museum as well as a pack of cigarettes Astor, which 
was used by FBI. 
However, glasses with a camera were just a fiction of 
James Bond films. It is not possible for spies to use this 
gadget even for now… not to speak of famous cars. 
Real agents and spies will try to prove that there is no 
need in such cars. However, possibly they are just 
wondering of such kind of cars? Lets try to subject 
them to glare of the truth! 
 
This disagreement between spies’ films fans and real 
professionals is about what is real in the life of spies 
and what is not will be an attractive line in our stories 
about real stories about legendary spies. 	  



And here we will describe just a few examples 
describing how we are going to use James Bond 
films using an example of our pilot episode, which is 
about William Fisher:
 
In the episode about William Fisher we can make 
reference on two films about James Bond. 
 
The first episode “DR.NO” starts with murdering 
American resident in Jamaica and his radio operator 
afterwards. The place where radio operator was 
working looks exactly like spy’s place of work. 
Moreover, this episode shows real scheme, which was 
used at that time.  Usually intelligence office delegates 
a resident to a different country and provides him a 
radio operator and a communication agent. However, 
William Fisher had an advantage over usual resident, 
as he was able to use radio by himself. His colleague 
admits that he was able to construct radio out of 
random pack of radio components. Nevertheless, he 
had scientific interest towards radio and he might 
become scientist in the field of radio waves if only he 
will not become a spy. 
For another sing “DR.NO” film shows the importance of 
radio waves at that time. Negative character 
intercepted a rocket using a radio beam and controlled 
it.  However, it is not possible in real life, which means 
that it is a fiction of James Bond films. 
	  	  

	  



The second episode “From Russia with Love” is even 
more helpful. In this episode James Bond is doing his 
best in order to get decoder from Soviet embassy. 
Also, it is pointed out that Russians attained 
perfection in coding and it is almost impossible to 
decode intercepted radio traffic. Almost all of it is 
true. Getting back to William Fishers story there is a 
thing to point out. At that time, when CIA was 
dealing with Fisher’s case they found out that they 
are not able to decode a code they had founded in the 
5-cent coin. However, CIA enrolled Fisher’s 
communication agent Reino Häyhänen. At the same 
time the fact that if there is no special passwords, 
radio operator and communication agent for decoder, 
then it is almost useless was missed. This was a 
problem, which faced CIA agents in real life. 
Also, it is a fiction that Russian national security 
environment will buy out the decoder. It is well 
known that a device, which was founded by different 
national securities, is confessed as leaked. So, there 
is no sense in buying it out… 
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General Producer’s Center:

General Producer’s Center is a young, flexible and 
ambitious Belarusian- and Russian- based company 
which is always striving to produce cutting-edge content. 
Their focus is the production and distribution of TV 
content, mainly documentaries. They unite professionals 
in the sphere of TV production and distribution. In five 
years it has shown creative growth and an increase in 
production volume.


